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ZED Kit of parts
The ZED team have designed a kit of parts with 
each component or labour service turned into a 
fixed price module. Each material or labour module 
neatly fits together to provide a finished home.
Each module is clearly described and drawn with full 
specifications and drawings on the ZEDkit website.
Anyone requiring a fixed price home can assemble 
their own residential solution from the ZEDkit of 
parts, adding modules together in 3d on their home 
screen, until they have virtually built their required 
housing solution.
As modules are assembled – the cost and 
performance is automatically updated, and when 
the exercise is complete a 3d model and set of 
drawings can be generated from the website.
On payment of a modest fee that funds this ongoing 
service – the customer is able to down load all 
the information, drawings, spec and 3d views and 
decide if they wish to order any of the services 
described. This will involve paying and contracting 
directly with specialists providing each service, 
and plugging their delivery timescale into a special 
programme that coordinates labour and materials. 
It is important that the customer manages and 
funds the delivery of materials and the site services 
themselves.
One additional service is an insurance backed 
warranty scheme that makes it easier to obtain 
mortgages.
A further service involves placing the three 
dimensional model into google earth or similar, 
enabling planning and presentation drawings 
to be produced for both planning applications, 
building regulations and consultation with the local 
community
If high resolution presentation graphics are required 
– these can be ordered at addional cost directly 
from the ZED team – price on negotiation.
A specialist funding package offering construction 
finance secured against land or plot value will be 
available at a later date.

Living Space Module Bedrooms Module Kitchen + Dining Module
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Kitchen + Dining Module

38.5m2

Bedrooms Module
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The prefabricated 38 m2 modules stack 
together to create a variety of different house 
types ranging from 6 bedroom apartments 
designed for younger people sharing living 
rooms and kitchens to smaller conventional 
apartments and larger homes for extended 
families. 
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2 Storey with solar loft

3 Storey with solar loft

3 Storey with solar loft

2 Storey with self-erecting solar roof

8 x 18.5 m2 bedrooms 
With optional roof top office 

12 x 22.5 m2 bedrooms 
With optional roof top office 

12 x 18.5 m2 bedrooms 
With roof top office 

8 x 18.5 m2 bedrooms 

GIFA: 

GIFA: 

GIFA: 

GIFA: 

262
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Bedrooms 
Liv-Share Unit
Total Internal Floor Area: 99m2

18.5 m2

Bedroom: 18.5sqm

Bedroom: 18.5sqm
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Bedroom: 18.5sqm

Kitchen & Dining: 25m2
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2 Storey with solar loft
8 x 18.5 m2 bedrooms Liv-Share Unit
With optional roof top office 

Gross Internal Floor Area

262m2
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2 Storey with self-erecting solar roof
8 x 18.5 m2 bedrooms Liv-Share Unit

Gross Internal Floor Area

198 m2
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3 Storey with solar loft
12 x 18.5 m2 bedrooms Liv-Share Unit
With roof top office 
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Gross Internal Floor Area

361m2
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Bedrooms 
Liv-Share Unit
Total Internal Floor Area: 120m2

This enables higher 
space standards to be 
met by increasing the 
length of the structural 
bay — whilst staying 
within 12m for ease of 
transport for relocation

A typical floor plate 
with 4 bedrooms now 
increases to 120m2 GIA
excluding balconies and 
external deck space.

22.5m2
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Kitchen & Dining: 25m2
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3 Storey with solar loft
12 x 22.5 m2 bedrooms Liv-Share Unit
With roof top office 

Gross Internal Floor Area

424m2

G
ro

u
n

d
 fl

o
o

r p
la

n
G

IF
A

: 1
20

m
2

Fi
rs

t 
flo

o
r p

la
n

G
IF

A
: 1

20
m

2

Se
c

o
n

d
 fl

o
o

r p
la

n
G

IF
A

: 1
20

m
2

R
o

o
f t

o
p

 w
ith

 s
h

a
re

d
 o

ffi
c

e
  

Fl
o

o
r a

re
a

: 6
4m

2

©
 Z

ED
lif

e
 L

td
. A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
e

d
. 

life



©
 Z

ED
lif

e
 L

td
. A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
e

d
. 

life



life

©
 Z

ED
fa

c
to

ry
 E

ur
o

p
e

 L
td

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

e
d

. 



life

©
 Z

ED
fa

c
to

ry
 E

ur
o

p
e

 L
td

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

e
d

. 



We have been asked to add to the 
presentation a clear list of the products 
that will be sold if the first phase of 50 units is 
completed in time for the expo.

The best practice exemplar climate neutral 
buildings are constructed from a number of 
key ingredients.

Some of these are made by the ZED team, 
and some are made by other companies.

The main point to make here is that there is a 
massive marketing opportunity for this supply 
chain to sell these ‘ZEDlife’ solutions to the 
high level international visitors to the world 
expo.

There is a book that explains how all these 
climate neutral tools fit together to create a 
low carbon lifestyle solution that can be fine 
tuned to different climatic zones all over the 
world.

The economies of scale achieved by 
identifying which components are common 
to all countries, climates and markets is what 
gives the ZEDlife its commercial advantage.

Put simply we can achieve higher specs 
of renewable energy harvesting, energy 
storage, energy efficiency and durability than 
a conventional design and procurement 
strategy that has to be market led and often 
prices innovation and risk highly
Because we have been thinking about how 
to solve the climate change problem for 
so long, we have now identified this shared 
toolkit, and we are one of the few companies 
integrating construction with power 
generation and transport. 

The joined up thinking between all these 
essential ingredients of a modern lifestyle 
produces a step chance advance in urban 
fabric, whether the toolkit is applied to new or 
existing buildings.

ZEDlife
In his seminal new book, Bill Dunster demonstrates that 
zero-carbon, zero-waste design doesn’t have to come 
with a hefty price tag, and is achievable today. This book 
presents a range of tools that form key ingredients in a 
low carbon society. Focusing on technologies that are 
already in use, ZEDlife explores both small-scale ideas 
(such as shelters and lighting) and large-scale solutions 
in buildings and across cities. An essential resource 
for both students and practitioners, ZEDlife off ers an 
interdisciplinary approach to sustainability, making 
connections to a web of technologies through full-colour 
case studies of new build and retrofi t projects from across 
the globe. 

The argument for low-cost, zero-energy, zero-waste 
architecture has never been timelier. This book off ers a 
forceful challenge to the status quo and provides workable, 
sustainable solutions for zero-carbon, zero-waste design.

Bill Dunster OBE is an architect and founder of ZEDfactory. 
In 2010 he received an OBE for Services to Sustainable 
Housing Design. He has taught at the Architectural 
Association, UCL, Kingston University, Harvard, EPFL in 
Lausanne, and is currently a Visiting Professor of Zero 
Carbon Urbanism at UCL and at Cardiff  University.

At long last, there’s a lot of excitement about prospects for 
an ultra-low-carbon economy. But what does that actually 
mean in practice? Building on a lifetime’s experience 
as one of the world’s leading low-carbon architects, Bill 
Dunster spells it out for us, balancing technical detail with 
inspiring visions of solar trees, ZEDpods, the Zero Bills 
Home, pedal-assisted bikes and trikes – and a lot more 
besides! This is exactly the right time to get granular 
about practicalities, but always holding our gaze on the 
incredible benefi ts that the ZEDlife will bring for people all 
around the world. 
Jonathon Porritt, Founder Director 
Forum for the Future
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